
19TH   ANNUAL REPORT 2019

Patrons: David Hobson & Mayor, City of Ballarat  
Mission: To encourage and develop, through strong 
community engagement, the aspirations and talents 
of emerging artists from all disciplines who have lived, 
worked or studied in Ballarat.[ [

Arian Lane performing at the BAF Launch
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[ [THE FOUNDATION BOARD AND STAFF 
AND ASSOCIATES TO THE BOARD

The Board of the Ballarat Arts Foundation is 
made up of volunteers from many walks of 
life ably supported by an Executive Assistant, 
our only paid staff member. At the beginning 
of 2019 we farewelled the wonderful Margaret 
Dobson, who had been with us in that role 
since 2013. Marg was a tremendous asset 
to BAF and we sincerely thank her for her 
generous efforts. Lou Coffey then joined the 
Foundation in that role in February 2019 and 
we thank her for her enthusiasm and efficiency 
in taking on the administration of this busy 
Not-For-Profit! We continue to seek new 
board members from within the community, 
ensuring we have the skill set required to 
achieve our strategic objectives.

A big thank you to Neale Gribble who stepped 
off the Board during this period. Neale had 
provided sound guidance across many areas 
and a wonderful connection to the Rotary Club 
of Ballarat South, our seed funders.

Board members for the 
2018-2019 year were: 

Paula Nicholson  Board Chair

Andrew Henwood  Vice Chair and 
Treasurer and Chair - Finance and 
Governance

Bronwyn Blaiklock

Ben Brown  Secretary 

Neale Gribble

Assoc. Prof. Sam Henson

Tara Poole  Chair – Fundraising and 
Communications

Wendy Rechenberg  Chair - Grants 
and Alumni 

Kiri Smart

Dr. Micheal Whitehead

19TH ANNUAL REPORT | 1 July 2018 - 30 June 2019

AGM , The Conference Room Level 1, Tech Park Central, SMB Campus, 
106-110 Lydiard St, Ballarat  5.30pm, Wednesday 9th October

The Ballarat Arts Foundation is about to 
have a big birthday! In 2020 celebrations will 
commence to recognise 20 years of supporting 
the emerging artists of Ballarat. The financial 
year 2018 – 2019 saw us beginning to plan for 
this milestone whilst looking to the long-term 
future of the organisation.

Through our strategic planning process, we 
were able to identify the key areas that will 
safely deliver BAF into the next 20 years 
through many changes, both in the needs of 
the emerging artist and most definitely in the 
funding available to assist us in meeting these 
needs.

Our key areas of focus for 2018 – 2019 were: 

• identifying and accessing new funding 
opportunities 

• fostering broader connections

• formalising our mentoring offering

• accessing and providing training for the 
arts community

• risk management for our organisation.  

Our long term goals include: 

• growing our annual grant funds to over 
$100,000 

• leveraging the support of our ever growing 
alumni through showcase events and networks 

• smarter use of technology to interact with our 
Alumni, prospective audiences and supporters 

• creating a regional reputation for BAF 
possibly creating a marketable product 

With all this in mind, we hope to create a 
more self-sustainable model by increasing 
our corpus to $1,000,000 by the year 2040, at 
which time we understand our model could 
look significantly different to what it does 
currently!

Considering these aspirational goals, we were 
also able to develop a fresh Value Proposition 
for the organisation in August 2018. We have 
no doubt that you, the Ballarat community, will 
come with us on our journey to achieve this 
proposition as you have from the beginning.  
Here it is; please contact us if you would like to 
help us with this challenge!

The Ballarat Arts Foundation works to create and 
sustain a vibrant artistic community. We encourage and 
develop the aspirations and talents of emerging artists 
from all disciplines who have lived, worked or studied 
in Ballarat. To accomplish its purpose, the Foundation 
empowers community-based organisations and 
individuals to promote artistic expression and facilitate 
cultural exchange. We do this by providing seed 
funding, cultivating connections, mentoring, training 
and support. Through our website we have attracted some new volunteers this year, who have offered to 

work with us as Associates. This group has been invaluable throughout the years and provides 
assistance in many areas outside the Board Room, assisting us practically at events, bringing new 
audiences to BAF, working on our committees and now joining us in our mentoring program.  

Thank you to everyone who helps in delivering a successful Ballarat Arts Foundation to our wider 
community.
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[ [GRANTS

The 2018 Awards Ceremony was held on 
October 11th at Tech Park Central, Federation 
University, SMB Campus, followed by drinks 
and lots of happy chatter! As we celebrated, 
Sarah Wynen and Katherine Gale entertained 
us beautifully, accompanied by Dr. Richard 
Chew, having all just returned from the UK 
where Sarah and Katherine had been making 
the most of their grant funding! We would like 
to thank our Board Member and Associate 
Professor Sam Henson and Federation 
University for the ongoing use of this most 
suitable venue! This presentation sees the total 
funds distributed by BAF since its inception to 
just under $200,000.

Within this grant round BAF was able to 
reward achievement in the areas of visual 
arts, photography, ballet dancing, writing 
and musical theatre. This talented group of 
emerging artists all outlined creative projects 
seen by our Grants and Alumni Team as 
significant stepping stones in the development 
of professional arts based careers.

Stuart Maiden, Member of the Grants and 
Alumni committee, joined by our award 
donors, presented the awards to the following 
artists: 

Heather Horrocks  Rotary Club of Ballarat 

South Award for Visual and Performing Arts

Len Hyatt BAF Award

Nadia McKay Coltman Award for Photography

Neil Para the Fiona Sweet and Paul Newcombe 

Award for Photography

Angela Robinson Di Bresciani Drawing and 

Painting Award

Maidie Widmer Craig Revel-Horwood Award for 

Contemporary Dance and Choreography

Georgina Williams BAF Award

Sarah Wynen and Katherine Gale BLOC and 

Ballarat Lyric Theatre Award for Performing Arts 

and/or Musical Theatre

Jack Stacey BAF Award

We would also like to acknowledge and 
congratulate the winners of the BAF 
Encouragement Awards at the Royal South 
Street Competitions in 2018. 

Section 370  - 16 years and over 
Classical Solo : Sophie Ross, Mt Clear

[ [CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

As the financial year got well underway our 
application season for the 2018 funding round 
drew to a close with a massive 35 applications 
for $130,000 worth of requests coming to 
BAF! A huge day of interviews in August saw 
8 successful recipients selected and finally 
awarded at the October Awards Ceremony 
as outlined above. This process is robustly 
administered and subsequently evaluated and 
improved every year by our Grants and Alumni 
Committee led by Committee Chair Wendy 
Rechenberg. It takes considerable effort all 
year long to ensure the best outcomes for both 
successful and non-successful applicants with 
valuable feedback forming an important part 
of the decision making and follow up. Many 
thanks to all involved. 

Just after the application closing date, the 
Board was able to conduct a Strategic Planning 
session at the offices of Nicholson Construction 
on the 28th July, culminating in a long term 
overview with specific areas for concentration 
for the financial year in question. 

Just prior to this period it was decided that BAF 
could benefit from a Work Integrated Learning 
placement through Federation University.  
Discussions were held with the University and it 
was decided that BAF should submit a proposal 
for distribution amongst suitable students. 
Kirby Postle was successfully appointed for the 
calendar year and assisted BAF until the end of 
2018. Various projects were outlined as being 
a priority for BAF at that time, including event 
assistance, database building, marketing and 
social media. It was a learning experience for 

both parties and provided valuable assistance 
to BAF.

BAF would like to thank Federation University 
for the assistance provided through the 
WIL program and acknowledge that as a 
Memorandum of Understanding exists 
between the two organisations, this 
collaboration is a fitting addition to working 
together to achieve the mission, through 
community engagement.

The Foundation then undertook to hold a 
Fundraising Film Night at the Regent Cinema 
Ballarat. The audience enjoyed ‘The Square’ 
directed by Ruben Ostlund on the 15th August, 
followed by drinks at The Lost Ones Basement 
Bar. The film offers a satirical look at the 
contemporary art world, and provided much 
food for thought!

As largely covered in the Grants section, our 
Awards Ceremony in October was again a 
celebration of emerging talent in Ballarat and 
is always the central focus of our calendar. The 
annual evening is the culmination of efforts 
in many areas and grants remain key to our 
Mission Statement.

For the first time BAF joined with the Gold 
Museum in 2018 to offer a grant to a composer 
in the form of a commission for their 40th 
anniversary exhibition, Wonderful Things, 
showcasing the eclectic collections that are 
rarely seen. The winning composer Daniel 
Tusjak, was commissioned to write a piece 
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of music inspired by the collection that was 
then played on a loop for the duration of the 
exhibition, which ran from November 2108 
to April 2019.  Thank you to the team who 
assisted with this project in Snjezana Cosic, 
Andrew Dale, Damien Woods, Dr. Richard 
Chew, Wendy Rechenberg and others. This 
is the first time that the Gold Museum has 
invested in this type of accompaniment for an 
exhibition.  We jointly hope that we can grow 
this model both financially and in significance 
for the artists involved.

The AGM was once again a low-key affair, held 
on November the 13th in The Hotham Room at 
Sovereign Hill. Thanks again to Sovereign Hill 
for this venue, which we gratefully utilise for 
our monthly board meetings.

A big thanks once again to the Post Office 
Gallery, Federation University for hosting our 
bi-annual Eureka Award Visual Arts Alumni 
Exhibition. The exhibition ran from November 
14th and ran through until December 8th, with 
the winner being announced as Ash Coates for 
his work Mycolinguistics: Rubico-Sterolosis or 
Oneness. Thank you to Louise Tegart, Director - 
Art Gallery Ballarat,  for judging this award and 
providing a wonderful speech delivered to a 
packed house by Julie McLaren at the opening 
function. The People’s Choice Award was 
finalised at the completion of the exhibition 
and was awarded to Dan Kelly. Many thanks 
to Kiri Smart, Marg Dobson and the team at 
the Post Office Gallery for delivering a most 
successful exhibition.

As we had a short break in January we 
managed to arrange a truly splendid Launch 
Function at the divine and exclusive Willow 
and Stone estate. A huge thank you to Leisha 

Wachter and Board Member Tara Poole for 
offering a unique opportunity to the BAF 
family who arrived to the stunning sounds of 
bagpipes played in the garden by alumnus 
Amber Ives. We were then entertained by our 
very own Arian Lane with her band Honey 
Hunter and enjoyed Kittelty’s catering and fine 
wines as we learned about what was on offer 
for 2019 for BAF! This was an opportunity also 
to publicly thank Marg Dobson and welcome 
Lou Coffey to the role of Executive Assistant.  
We were honoured to hear from donor Vicki 
Coltman as she explained the thinking behind 
the long term commitment from the Coltman 
family to the Foundation, to be continued now 
as the Will Coltman Award for Writing.  

March also saw Ballarat Evolve transitioning 
from a trial program overseen by BAF to a 
stand alone Social Enterprise, funded trough 
Creative Victoria and the City of Ballarat. BAF 
is proud to have been able to assist in getting 
this project off the ground and we continue 
to share resources and expertise as many 
creative industries are placed in empty retail 
spaces in the CBD of Ballarat adding to the 
vibrancy of our city. 

Towards the end of May and in line with key 
initiatives, BAF announced a 3 month trial 
period for a new Mentoring Program. This was 
led by Associate Tamara Boyd through the 
Grants and Alumni Committee and was kicked 
off with five “pairings”. We look forward to 
informing you of the outcome as we hope to 
formalise an ongoing program.

Accelerating towards the end of the financial 
year we were able to collaborate with the Plate 
Up festival here in Ballarat to take advantage 
of their marketing reach whilst adding to the 
variety on offer, as we organised a musical 
and culinary feast. We were incredibly 
fortunate to be able to present renowned 

UK based Australian pianist Piers Lane 
performing a selection of works by Frédéric 
Chopin by candlelight which was followed 
by a sumptuous supper prepared by Peter 
Ford. This amazing event was held in St Paul’s 
Anglican church in Clunes and was very well 
attended and enjoyed by all! We had many 
generous sponsors who are listed in the 
acknowledgments section and of course we 
are so thankful to Piers for agreeing to be part 
of our program this year.

Finally in June 2019, we were once again invited 
to speak at a dinner with the Rotary Club of 
Ballarat South. Some of our Alumni were again 
able to provide updates on their progress and 
the club offered ongoing support in the form 
of their annual sponsorship of BAF. We were 
also able to honour Beverley Horwood as this 
year’s winner of the Denis Bateman Award 
for outstanding and long term service to our 
community particularly in the area of the arts. 
Congratulations again to Beverley, this type of 
voluntary dedication to community is crucial 
to the work of BAF and the wider expansion of 
cultural offerings in Ballarat. 

What a busy financial year it was, we thank you 
again for your attendance at our events and 
encourage you to watch for updates and your 
next invitation!

Photo by: Reuben Rasmussen
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[ [PHOTO GALLERY

2019 BAF Launch crowd enjoying Willow and Stone

Jill Harvey, Janet Low and Damien Woods

Mike Whitehead, Katherine Gale, Sarah Wynen and 
Jason Muller

Paula Nicholson and Denis Bateman Award Winner 
Beverly Horwood

Lino Bresciani, Lizzy Aitken and Clinton Krause 
attending the Piers Lane recital and supper in Clunes

Aldona Kmiec and Gordon Williamson

Dominic Morrison auctioneer, at supper with 
Piers Lane

A packed house for supper in Clunes with Piers Lane

Kim, Maidie and Peter Widmer

Neil Para and Family

Vicki and Danielle Coltman

Michael Stubbs and David Deutscher attending the 
Piers Lane recital and supper

Angela Robinson and Tas Wansborough

Jen, Katherine and Jason Gale
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[ [OUR PATRONS

DAVID HOBSON
Before the Ballarat Arts Foundation existed I found Ballarat to 
be greatly supportive and benevolent to the arts community 
in general and as a young artist I personally benefited from 
this caring and supportive environment. However, since 
BAF there is now a direct and cohesive way of funneling that 
support into something that is tangible and practical.

It can be a crucial time as an emerging artist when you might 
need to find that little bit extra to purchase a particular 
instrument, buy art material, lessons from a teacher or make 
a trip overseas for that all important audition. This is where 
the Ballarat Arts Foundation has become so crucial and 
once again shown why Ballarat is proudly a place of artistic 
excellence, diversity and cultural significance.

SAMANTHA MCINTOSH
City Of Ballarat Mayor  
It has been a great pleasure to work alongside a team of 
people dedicated to enriching the creative future of Ballarat.

It makes me proud as patron of the Ballarat Arts Foundation 
to see the life of our city’s creative future – our many talented 
emerging artists – supported and encouraged.

The Ballarat Arts Foundation makes a significant contribution 
to the growth of sustainable creative industries in Ballarat, 
while also helping to establish our city as a regional centre for 
arts and culture.

RCBS President Leon Bren, Paula Nicholson and 
Tamara Boyd

Maidie Widmer and Beverley Horwood

Arian Lane performing at 2019 BAF Launch

Dan Kelly-2018 Eureka Award Peoples choice winner

Sarah Wynen and Katherine Gale

Angela Robinson and Len Hyatt

Celeste Coulter, Sam Grills and Sam Meagher at 
supper with Piers Lane

2018 Eureka Award Winner Ash Coates
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[ [FINANCIALS

Ballarat Arts Foundation Inc
P O Box 749

Ballarat Private Boxes Vic 3353
ABN: 39 081 026 168

Created: 17/09/2019 10:33 PM

Balance Sheet
As of June 2019

This report includes Year-End Adjustments.

Page 1 of 1

Assets
Bendigo Bank Ltd - Cheque A/c $23,615.17
Bendigo Bank - Gift Account $23,127.32
Petty Cash Float $101.00
Investments

BBL Term Deposits $160,671.54
MECU Term Deposit $50,000.00

Total Investments $210,671.54
Total Assets $257,515.03
Liabilities

Bequest - Amy Young $50,000.00
Amy Young Reserve $25,000.00
Jean Read Reserve $4,545.00
VJ Award Reserve $9,100.00
Corpus - Capital Reserve $13,600.00
Income Received in Advance $270.00
Accruals $180.57

Total Liabilities $102,695.57
Net Assets $154,819.46
Members Funds

Funds Retained $143,122.42
Surplus / Deficiency for Year $11,697.04

Total Members Funds $154,819.46

Ballarat Arts Foundation Inc
P O Box 749

Ballarat Private Boxes Vic 3353
ABN: 39 081 026 168

Created: 17/09/2019 10:35 PM

Profit & Loss [Last Year Analysis]
July 2018 To June 2019

This report includes Year-End Adjustments.

Page 1 of 1

This Year Last Year $ Difference % Difference

Income
Donations $21,104.00 $26,875.00 -$5,771.00 (21.5)%
Sponsorship $7,750.00 $7,750.00 $0.00 0.0%
General Fundraising $8,655.55 $818.80 $7,836.75 957.1%
Patrons and Members $1,255.00 $1,315.00 -$60.00 (4.6)%
Consultancy/Service Fees $6,000.00 $0.00 $6,000.00 NA
Function Income $19,525.01 $4,812.00 $14,713.01 305.8%
Interest Received $4,816.91 $4,927.45 -$110.54 (2.2)%
Other Income $0.00 $12.65 -$12.65 (100.0)%

Total Income $69,106.47 $46,510.90 $22,595.57 48.6%
$69,106.47 $46,510.90 $22,595.57 48.6%Gross Profit

Expenses
Awards $22,850.00 $16,050.00 $6,800.00 42.4%
Advertising $131.12 $0.00 $131.12 NA
Bank Fees $0.70 $29.59 -$28.89 (97.6)%
Merchant Fees $601.60 $181.01 $420.59 232.4%
Promotional Expenses $602.53 $100.00 $502.53 502.5%
Printing and Stationery $4,441.82 $2,477.50 $1,964.32 79.3%
Postage $243.93 $199.00 $44.93 22.6%
Software and IT $1,189.95 $641.60 $548.35 85.5%
Insurance and Legal $2,194.60 $2,181.40 $13.20 0.6%
Salary and Wages $7,025.61 $6,569.41 $456.20 6.9%
Superannuation $667.44 $624.11 $43.33 6.9%
Artist's  Expenses $6,946.00 $0.00 $6,946.00 NA
Venue Hire $0.00 $660.00 -$660.00 (100.0)%
Other Expenses $10.00 $166.46 -$156.46 (94.0)%
Function Expenses $10,504.13 $3,785.00 $6,719.13 177.5%

Total Expenses $57,409.43 $33,665.08 $23,744.35 70.5%
$11,697.04 $12,845.82 -$1,148.78 (8.9)%Operating Profit

$11,697.04 $12,845.82 -$1,148.78 (8.9)%Net Profit/(Loss)
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

DONORS FOR 
2018 - 2019

We are always so thrilled to receive support from our 
community to facilitate our granting program and other support 
services. Whether this support is directly financial or in kind, 
it allows us to continue to underpin our emerging artists and 
nurture the arts in Ballarat and beyond. Thank you all so much 
for the validation you provide to BAF through your generosity.

Stellar Donors
Rotary Club of Ballarat South 
Inc.

Southern Cross Patrons
Craig and Vicki Coltman
Bill and Sue Wood
Mark and Carolyn Guirguis
Jean Goh
Richard and Paula Nicholson
Dean and Pauline Stevens and 
family
Nola Oliver
Denis O’Callaghan
BLOC Music Theatre
Di Bresciani
Sovereign Hill

Southern Cross Donors
Mike Whitehead
Tara Poole
Claire Blake and Duncan 
Lannon
Janet and Peter Dale
Andrew Henwood 
Janet Low
Maria and Bron Sozanski
Wendy Rechenberg
Val Sarah
Neale Gribble
Katherine White
Kiri Smart
G. Gay & Co (Mitre 10)
Ballarat Lyric Theatre
Ballarat Real Estate
Lou Coffey
Graeme and Gwenda Ragg

Named Awards available 
for 2018
Amy Young Award for Vocalists
Ballarat Lyric Theatre and 
BLOC Award
Benjamin Northey Award
Coltman Award for 
Photography/film 
Craig Revel Horwood Award
Di Bresciani Award
Federation University Award 
for emerging artists 
The Fiona Sweet & Paul 
Newcombe Award for 
Photography
Jean Read Award for Pianists 
Louis Stevens Award for 
Musicianship 
Nicholson Award for 
Contemporary Performance
Norman Hofmaier Award

Rotary of Ballarat South 
Award
V.J. Award

This year we were able to 
announce a brand new award 
in the Will Coltman Award for 
Writing; this will be available 
in 2019.  Thank you so much 
to the Coltman family for their 
ongoing support of BAF.

Other Awards (ongoing)
BAF Encouragement Awards
Eureka Art Award

Life Members
Denis Bateman 
Peter Dale
Kath Hobson
Val Sarah

BAF Partners and Event 
sponsors
3BA FM 102.3
Andrew Dale
Art Gallery of Ballarat
Art Gallery Women’s 
Association
Athalie and Luigi Bazzani
Attwoods Wines
Ballarat Arts Alive
Ballarat Evolve
Ballarat Grammar
Ballarat International Foto 
Biennale
Ballarat Library – Archival 
Record
Bests of Great Western
Bradley Saul
City of Ballarat
Craig’s Royal Hotel
Creative Framing Gallery
Dr. Richard Chew

Emily White
Federation University
Gold Museum – Archival 
Record
Heinz and Partners
Her Majesty’s Theatre 
Kittelty’s Pty Ltd
Lyra Pianos
Mason-Brown IT
Micheal Unwin Wines
Nicholson Construction
Ormond College – Melbourne 
University
Peter Ford Catering
Peter Lambert Design
Plate Up Ballarat
Post Office Gallery
Power FM 103.1
RADMAC Office Choice
Regent Cinemas Ballarat
Revolution Print
Royal South Street Society
St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
Clunes
Sovereign Hill
Stockade Cellars
Strong Consulting
The Lost Ones Gallery
Thornton Richards Camera 
House
Voice FM 99.9
Willow and Stone

Patrons
David Hobson
The Mayor, City of Ballarat

Associates
Janet Low
Jill Harvey
Tamara Boyd
Stuart Maiden
Damien Woods
Carolyn Guirguis

Kim Anderson
Gordon Williamson
Annette Williamson
Sioux Currie
Peter Morey
Tas Wansborough
Wayne Strong
Jacqui Williams
Emily White
Amy Tsilemanis
Kirby Postle

Foundation Donors 
The Ballarat Arts Foundation 
has enjoyed outstanding 
support from the Ballarat 
community in its 18 years, for 
which the emerging artists of 
Ballarat are most grateful. The 
list is long and distinguished 
and for a full account of these 
details please visit the website. 

Note: Donations received 
after June 30 2019 for the 
current financial year will be 
acknowledged in the next 
Annual Report.



Mail 
PO Box 749 Ballarat Victoria 3353

Email 
info@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au or
grants@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au

Phone
General enquiries - Paula on 0409 544 294 or
Grant enquiries - Wendy on 0409 352 268

www.ballaratartsfoundation.org.au
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