
Our organisation began in 2000 with the first group of award

winners receiving their funds in 2001. The Ballarat community has

continued to fund this program to the tune of over $160,000 to

date and we are so grateful for this amazing and loyal contribution.

In 2017, the Ballarat Arts Foundation has concentrated on re-

connecting and reinvigorating connections with our wonderful

group of Alumni of which there are about 300. We have been

thrilled to hear so many inspiring stories of adventure, challenge

and triumph since this group collected their individual grants from

BAF and we would like to invite you to view Alumni Central on our

website (ballaratartsfoundation.org.au) where we publish and

share these tales of success.

As the years pass, we are “collecting” grant recipients from widely

varying backgrounds and fields of practice and we are proud to

support such a diverse group.

This year is no exception. We have a conductor travelling to the

Czech Republic, a cellist travelling to Zurich, a children’s and young

adult’s author, a visual artist and Ballarat arts facilitator, a pipe

player, a pianist, a young ballerina and a young musician attending

summer school in Melbourne.

We hope you will enjoy reading the details of their pursuits over

the page and we look forward to continuing to share their journeys

with you as they progress their chosen careers.

Thank you so much for your interest in the Ballarat Arts

Foundation and our awardees; all forms of support are so

important to these emerging artists. If you wish to receive our

newsletters or make a financial donation please see the back page

of this document or visit our website.

Mission: To encourage and develop, through strong community engagement,
the aspirations and talents of emerging artists who have lived, worked or
studied in Ballarat.

Right: With a passion for dance, Mio Bayly has commenced full-
time study at The Australian Ballet School in Melbourne. 
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Katherine Barrand
– Norman Hofmaier Award

Visual artist Katherine Barrand is awaiting

conferral of a PhD from Deakin University which

explored collaborative techniques and practices.

She is passionate about supporting other artists

and engaging youth in projects that promote

self-expression, and has directed street art

projects to bring the work of local artists to

public notice. She questions the traditional

mode of operation for visual artists, with

startling results.

Mio Bayly – Craig Revel Horwood Award

Mio Bayly has a passion to dance. At 14 years of

age, and with many dance awards and credits to

her name, she has commenced full-time study

at The Australian Ballet School in Melbourne.

Mio’s commitment to her dream of being a

dancer on the world stage shines through, 

both on-stage and off.  

Nadine Cranenburgh
– The Courier Written Word Award

Nadine is the inaugural recipient of The Courier

Written Word Award. She completed

postgraduate study in professional writing and

editing, and her work has been published in

numerous print and online magazines. An

emerging children’s and young adult author,

Nadine was a 2016 recipient of an Australian

Society of Authors Copyright Agency Limited

Mentorship Award, a significant achievement in

the national literary industry. The Courier

Written Word Award will enable Nadine’s

ongoing development of her craft.

Andrew Groch – Benjamin Northey Award

Andrew is committed to making his mark on the

world stage as a conductor and performer. He is

currently completing his Honours in Flute

Performance at the Melbourne Conservatorium

of Music. With the help of the Benjamin Northey

Award, Andrew will travel to the Czech Republic

to extend his conducting skills with the Bohuslav

Martinů Philharmonic Orchestra. Alongside 13

other international conductors, the experience

will be invaluable to his musical development

and to furthering his conducting career.

Amber Ives – BAF Award

Amber is inspired about breaking down

common misconceptions about the bagpipes.

The BAF Award will assist her to purchase as

set of Scottish Small Pipes, an instrument with

which she will explore non-traditional styles of

music to create an accessible and culturally rich

soundscape. She hopes her unique fusion of

Scottish and Pop/Western musical styles will

encourage young musicians’ appreciation of

diverse instruments.

Paula Maki – Nicholson Award

At the age of 16, Paula Maki has a jazz career 

in her sights. She is lead tenor sax player in

numerous bands already, and is completing VET

Music Performance Certificate 3, and VCE units

1 and 2 on saxophone. Her drive to improve

her stagecraft and improvisation skills will take

her to the 2018 Jazz Online VCAA Improvisation

course at the Melbourne Youth Music Summer

School where she will work with some of

Victoria’s best jazz musicians.

Jovan Pantelich – VJ Award

Following the completion of his Bachelor 

of Music from the University of Melbourne,

Jovan’s journey towards a career in cello

performance will continue in Zurich. Having

been selected as the sole cello academist for

the 2017-18 and 2018-19 seasons, Jovan

commenced at the Philharmonia Zurich

orchestral academy in September, 2017. The

appointment will provide a critical introduction

to the international classical music industry.

Nicholas Rijs – BAF Award

An out-of-round applicant early in 2017,

Nicholas was awarded a BAF grant to attend

four workshops with world-renowned voice

teacher Kristen Linklater in Orkney, Scotland. 

A graduate from the Federation University

Arts Academy, Nicholas had been successful in

gaining work as an actor, but sought to gain a

deeper understanding of how to use his voice

as an actor and singer. Nicholas hopes to

continue establishing a career in performance

and to eventually teach his craft.

Jack Stacey – BAF Award

With numerous composition awards and prizes

to his name already, Jack Stacey is on the path

to a musical career. Jack is currently studying

for a Bachelor of Music at the University of

New England, Armidale. In 2017 he received 

the Margaret Schofield Scholarship for

Composition at the Top Class Sounds Concert

for his piece, Nightfall’s Lament. The BAF

Award will help Jack to establish his

independence as a musician through the

purchase of specialist equipment.

Grant Round 3o OCTOBER 2017

EMERGING ARTISTS
Don’t forget to check the Ballarat Arts

Foundation website early in 2018 for

information regarding the next round

of available funding.  
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Where are they now?

Aaron Glenane
One of Australia’s most promising young

actors, Aaron Glenane will next be seen in the

lead role of Chook in the survival thriller

Killing Ground which has its International

Premiere at the Sundance Film Festival 2017

followed by it’s Australian release in early

2017. Gaining national and international

attention for his performance as Gus in Drift,

Aaron recently starred alongside Academy

Award winners Robert Redford and Cate

Blanchett in James Vanderbilt’s political drama

Truth. His other film credits include Bucko in

The Black Balloon starring Toni Colette, Luke

Ford, Rhys Wakefield and Gemma Ward, Larry

in Concealed, as well as a starring role in the

2013 Tropfest short film Ca$h Cow. Earlier

this year, Aaron starred as “The Godfather of

Australian Rock ‘N’ Roll,” Mushroom Records

founder, Michael Gudinski in the Channel 7

ratings smash hit Molly. Aaron played a major

supporting role in the highly acclaimed World

War I mini-series Deadline Gallipoli alongside

Sam Worthington, Hugh Dancy and Charles

Dance. Aaron’s other television credits include

Old School, Puberty Blues, Janet King,

Tricky Business, Packed to the Rafters,

Rescue Special Ops and Home and Away. 

He also appeared in the UKTV telemovie

Dripping in Chocolate alongside David

Wenham. Originally from Ballarat, Aaron is an

accomplished stage actor and dancer, having

performed in Dein Perry’s Tap Dogs, The Boy

From Oz, Journeys End and A Case for

Gesture. More recently, Aaron appeared as

Doug in The Kings Collective production of

Gruesome Playground Injuries, Phillip in Red

Line Productions’ Orphans at The Old Fitz

Theatre and Jack in Darlinghurst Theatre

Company’s production of Ride & Fourplay.

Nicholas Rijs  
My quest to become an actor began after I

successfully auditioned at the Arts Academy,

Federation University. It was during the 1st

year Voice component of the course that I

learnt of Kristin Linklater, a world-renowned

voice coach. Little did I know that four years

later, I would not only be studying the Linklater

technique, I would be studying with Kristin

herself, in a land very far from the spacious

orchards of the Goulburn Valley or icy winters

of Ballarat. Having done various plays and

performance pieces throughout Melbourne

since graduating from the Arts Academy, 

I felt it was time to return to study. After

submitting an online application, I was invited

by The Kristin Linklater Voice Centre to leave

Australia for the first time and travel to the

Isles of Orkney, Scotland. For four intensive

weeks, I studied with Kristin every day from

9am to 6pm, with nights spent boarding with

other voice students from countries including

Germany, UK, Switzerland, USA and New

Zealand, to name a few. On rest days, students

would venture out and explore Orkney and all

its beauty (which Orkney has in abundance). I

studied the Linklater technique starting from

the basics – identifying breathing patterns

and origins of sound. I built on this right up to

Introductory Shakespeare, where I explored

sonnets and scenes from the Bard’s cannon.

Building on my learnings from the Arts

Academy, Kristin’s technique solidified my

understanding of how to find, and then free,

my voice. I now have more confidence than

ever before in my voice as an actor, and also 

a singer. Since returning in June 2017, I began

studying a BA in Music Performance at The

Australian College of the Arts in Melbourne,

where I auditioned for their program as a

singer/songwriter. Becoming an actor is still

my ultimate goal, however I wish to enhance

my musicianship to stretch my boundaries as

an artist/performer. Of course, all of this

would not have been possible without the

generosity of the Ballarat Arts Foundation. I

will be forever thankful to the Foundation and

can only endorse the Board’s giving spirit to

those wishing to advance their artistic skills. 

Jade Naidu
In an nutshell, I used my award money for 

my first trip over to India to help implement a

performing arts program in schools. It was a

success! Through the hard work that we did

overseas, I was offered an 18 month contract

to work as a choreographer in the film and

theatre industry which I moved to India for

from March 2015 – December 2016 to do.

I had a blast! The stage became my life and

working amongst such a rewarding industry

inspired me to want to bring young dancers

and performers to India to witness and

experience what I had. I created a fabric

business whilst in India (as you can imagine

the fabrics in India are all full of sparkle, bling

and more) and with the profit from the sale

of these fabrics we created dance internships

for some lucky dancers in Ballarat to come 

to India and intern in the industry with me. 

It was amazing and such a rewarding

experience! You can view more of my intern

work at www.fusionfabricsfordancers.com

Through this business we are now part

sponsoring some young Indian dancers who

are extremely talented to move to Melbourne

and partake in professional training this year!



GET INVOLVED WITH BAF 

BAF would like to thank our vast network of donors, supporters, benefactors and friends

for their ongoing assistance as we strive to deliver our objectives. There are many

opportunities for you or your organisation to become involved with the Foundation, be it

through a partnership, sponsorship, a donation or as a volunteer. If you wish to make a

donation, please find the details below. If you would like to discuss other options, please

contact Paula: info@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au 

We look forward to revealing the possibilities that exist through relationships with the

Ballarat Arts Community.

MAKE A DONATION TO BAF 

The Ballarat Arts Foundation Inc. Gifts Account is a tax deductible fund listed on the Register

of Cultural Organisations under Subdivision 30-B of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1977.

Donations of $2.00 or more are tax deductible.

Date:

Given Name: 

Surname:

Address:

Email:

Amount:  $

Payment Type:  Cheque / Cash (please circle)

(Make cheques payable to: Ballarat Arts Foundation Inc. Gifts Account)

Online Payment: www.givenow.com.au/ballaratartsfoundation

Please return form and donation to:

Ballarat Arts Foundation PO Box 749  Ballarat  Victoria  3353

I would like to receive more information about the donor program.

I would like to become a member of BAF.

PLEASE CONTACT US

Mail

PO Box 749  Ballarat  Victoria  3353

Email

info@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au or

grants@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au

Phone

General enquiries: Paula on 0409 544 294

Grant enquiries: Wendy on 0409 352 268

Visit

www.ballaratartsfoundation.org.au

Or follow us on...

BAF BOARD MEMBERS
September 2017

Paula Nicholson – Chair

Andrew Henwood – Vice Chair

Ben Brown

Bronwyn Blaiklock

Neale Gribble

Associate Professor Sam Henson

Tara Poole

Wendy Rechenberg

Kiri Smart

Dr. Michael Whitehead

Executive Assistant – Margaret Dobson

G.Gay & Co was established in 1918 by Godfrey Gay, who originally sold new and second hand building materials, timber and
mining supplies. A mining engineer until the age of 50, he took a major change in his career path and started a timber yard in
Armstrong Street. His son Edwin took over the business during the Depression, around 1932, and in 1963 his son Jim took the
helm and relocated the business to Howitt Street, Wendouree. Now part of the Mitre 10 Group, stores in Howitt Street, Gillies
Street and Sebastopol are managed by two of Jim’s sons, David and Ross. They employ over 90 full-time staff, who take pride in
providing friendly, prompt and expert advice to their customers in a local family business.

Once again the BAF Family thank G.Gay & Co, Mitre 10, for their continued support and for sponsoring this issue of Aspirations.
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