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!is year has been a very productive one for the Foundation.  We have dedicated a signi"cant amount of 
time to planning, including the adoption of a new Strategic Plan for 2013 - 2015, re#ecting our relatively 
new committee structure and associated responsibilities.  !e Plan provides detail for each committee, 
(Executive, Grants and Events, Community Engagement and Communications and Publications), around 
outcomes, action plans, resources and timeframes therefore allowing for review of the organisation in a 
considered manner as we move through the next three years.  An abridged copy of the Strategic Plan can be 
viewed on our website. 

!e new committee structure introduced last year has been working very well, with all Board members 
being actively involved in one or more of these groups.

As always, the key to our success is the community, as donors, community and corporate partners and  
friends.   We wish to acknowledge the on-going support we receive and as such we have altered our Mission 
Statement to re#ect this.   !e Mission of BAF now reads, “To encourage and develop, through strong 
community engagement, the aspirations and talents of emerging artists from all disciplines who have lived, 
worked or studied in Ballarat”.  !e other change to our Mission was the inclusion of “all disciplines” of 
artists, not just “visual and performing”, this more accurately re#ects the diverse nature of applicants within 
our granting process and indeed the arts community in general.

THE FOUNDATION BOARD and Associates to the Board

!is year has again been very exciting within the Board, seeing three new Board Members appointed.   
Barry Kay bringing expertise in performing arts and community leadership, Catherine La$ey o$ering an 
extensive career in management and administration within arts organisations, education and government 
and Claire Rasmussen with a background in music and visual arts and valued experience in the area of the 
arts in education.  !ey joined existing Board Members, Dr. Tamara Boyd, Benjamin Brown,  
Melissa Gri%n,  Janet Low OAM, Andrew Henwood, Stuart Maiden, Peter Morey, Paula Nicholson, 
Wendy Rechenberg, Janelle Ryan, Helen Watson and Gordon Williamson and re-appointed Board 
Member Micheal Smith, who retired from the Board mid-year due to work commitments. Pro"les of our 
Board Members are available on the website.

!is year will also see the retirement of two Board Members after the 
Annual General Meeting.  Peter Morey will step down after serving on 
the board since its inception and providing invaluable contributions in 
the areas of management, publicity and performance. Helen Watson will 
retire after 4 years of service not only as a Board Member but within the 
role of the Executive Secretary of the organisation, providing much needed 
administrative support whilst combining her interest and passion for the 
Arts with that of community service.  We thank them both for their valued 
contributions and wish them well for the future, whilst hoping to maintain 
their involvement as Associates of BAF.
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GRANTS AND SUPPORT SERVICES 

!is year has seen the number of BAF Alumni go beyond 250, with a full list of names and disciplines 
almost breaking the borders of our BAF news released with the latest copy of the Aspirations magazine.  
For the past twelve months Aspirations has once again been kindly sponsored by Bendigo Bank and G. 
Gay & Co., and features biographies of our 12 new Alumni from our October and May granting rounds.  
!e publication can be viewed from our website. 

For the "rst time, the current publication includes four 
wonderful testimonials from past Alumni, detailing the 
careers of these outstanding artists and their involvement 
with BAF.   Emily MacDonald, Amy Tsilemanis,  
Kim Anderson and Joshua Hyde were most kind in 
outlining the contribution that BAF has made in the 
development of their careers, not only "nancially but as 
importantly in establishing networks and a support base 
that have led to bigger and better things!  !e attendees 
at our awards ceremony in May were most fortunate to 
hear these touching testimonials delivered personally and 
give us some insight into the broader value of an 
association with an organisation such as BAF.  Alere, the 
Alumni newsletter outlines many more tales of the 
activities of  our Alumni both here and overseas.  

As mentioned, this "nancial year once again saw two grant rounds held, one in October 2012 and one in 
May 2013.  Occasionally out of round grants are awarded in special circumstances. It is worth noting here 
that moving forward BAF will o$er only one Grant Round each year, the Awards Ceremony for this round 
will take place toward the end of the year.  Relevant details of this situation will appear on our website in 
due course.

It must be noted also that BAF would like to pay tribute to the many individuals besides the artists that 
play a part in encouraging and fostering emerging artists within our community, without whom our list 
would not be nearly as extensive!

!e following is a list of the 13 new BAF Alumni to join the BAF family over the last twelve months in  
Grant Rounds 24 and 25 including those from the Royal South Street Society competitions from 2012. 
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!e resulting situation will see the Foundation with three vacant Board positions and some probable gaps 
in skill sets.  It is key to the development of the organisation that any new appointments accurately address  
these gaps and therefore an analysis of attributes required must be undertaken with due consideration to 
the strategies recently committed to in our Strategic Plan.

With regard to the duties of the Executive Secretary, it is with much pleasure and excitement that we can 
announce the "rst paid position for BAF, that of Executive Assistant and we would like to welcome 
Margaret Dobson to the organisation.  Marg has many years of experience within Arts Administration 
and as a practicing artist and we look forward to utilising these skills as we continue the professional 
development of the Foundation in line with our Strategic Plan.

!ank you once again to our wonderful list of Associates, who have continued to provide invaluable 
support by way of professional expertise, networks and contacts and practical hands on assistance 
throughout the last twelve months.  Your assistance is highly valued and we couldn’t deliver what we  
do without your help.



GRANT ROUND 24 - AWARD RECIPIENTS, OCTOBER 2012

Dave Knowles  BAF Encouragement Award
Alexandra Moore BAF Encouragement Award and BAF Encouragement Award 
   at RSSS Competitions
Mairin Ni Shiochain BAF Encouragement Award
Noirin Wojciechowski BAF Encouragement Award
Joshua Woods  Rotary Club Ballarat South Award
Elizabeth Cook  Coltman Award for Photography/Film
Eamonn George  Amy Young Award
Brad McDonald  Lyric !eatre Award
Imogen Dale  Nicholson Award for Contemporary Performance
Rueben Morgan  BAF encouragement Award at RSSS Competitions

GRANT ROUND 25 - AWARD RECIPIENTS, MAY 2013

Andrew Groch  BAF Encouragement Award
Timothy Bignall  VJ Award for Visual and Performing Arts
!omas Chislett  Coltman Award for Photography/Film

!e completion of 25 Grant Rounds is a milestone in itself for our Foundation which has established itself 
as a responsive and dynamic organisation within the local Arts Community, over the last 13 years.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

!e AGM held in August 2012 saw Treasurer and Public O%cer Andrew Henwood present the Audited 
Financial reports and inform our members of the sound management of our assets.  Val Sarah AM, DSJ 
(Dame of the Order of St. John) stepped down as President during the meeting and Paula Nicholson took 
the Chair to preside over the presentation of well deserved Life Membership’s to Mr. Peter Dale OAM and 
Denis Bateman. !e attendees were then thoroughly entertained by guest speaker and local landscape 
photographer Mr. Andrew !omas, Grand Prize winner in the Burrard-Lucas International Photography 
Award for 2011.  An inspiring power point presentation highlighted the talent and dedication of this local 
artist.

August 31st, 2012 saw the opening of our Alumni exhibition “Up Next”, at the Red Brick Gallery.  
!e Exhibition ran through the month of September, with the Eureka prize of $1000 once again awarded 
to Kim Anderson.

Our Patron Mr. David Hobson delighted an audience of 100 with a most generous concert at the 
Fine Art Gallery of Ballarat on September 18th, 2012.

!e Awards Ceremony for the 24th Grant Round was held on Tuesday October 30th at GPlace.  Our 
guest Speaker Julie Collins, Co-ordinator of Public Art with CoB provided valuable insight into life as an 
artist.  Associate Graeme Vendy returned to duty as Co-Host and the crowd was entertained by Immogen 
and Harrison Dale.

!e Dennis Bateman Award 2013 for Outstanding contribution
to the Ballarat Arts Community was presented to Ms Val Sarah AM, 
DSJ, at the Rotary dinner in March 2013.  Val was the inaugural 
Chair of BAF and "lled that role for 12 years. 
Deputy Chair Mr Gordon Williamson did a sterling job to
summarise Val’s most impressive CV into a most entertaining and 
informative introduction.

!e May Awards Ceremony on Tuesday 28th May 2013 saw 
emerging artists from diverse "elds including Blacksmithing, 
take out the awards for the 25th Grant Round.  
Chair Paula Nicholson took the opportunity to outline plans 
for the future including the emphasis on the all important areas 
of community engagement and community coherence  o$ered 
by a vibrant Arts Community.   BAF announced the change 
to one grant round commencing from 2014.  Co-Host and 
Chair of the Grants and Events committee Stuart Maiden 
introduced past alumni Josh Woods to perform.
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PHOTO COLLAGE 2012 - PAGE 6

Graeme Vendy, Val Sarah & Julian Old!eld  
AGM 28th August 2012

Mairin Ni Shiochain, Peter Morey & Noirin Wojciechowski 
Awards Night, October 2012

New Members  
AGM 28th August 2012

Denis Bateman & Paula Nicholson 
AGM 28th August 2012

Elizabeth Cook & Vicki Coltman
Awards Night, October 2012

Alexandra Moore & Janet Low 
Awards Night, October 2012

Eamonn George & Graeme Vendy
Awards Night, October 2012

Mike Whitehead, Brad McDonald & Bev Horwood
Awards Night, October 2012



PHOTO COLLAGE 2012-2013 - PAGE 7

Barry Kay & Pater Morey 
Awards Night May 2013

Roger Trudgeon & Gordon Williamson
Awards Night May 2013

Tas Wansborough with her artwork at
the Eureka Art Prize. (Red Brick) 

Dawn Whitehand with her artwork at
the Eureka Art Prize. (Red Brick) 

Tim Bignall & Andrew Groch 
Awards Night May 2013

Claire Rasmussen & Bethany Bojada
Awards Night May 2013

Winner of the Eureka Art Prize 2013 
Aldona Kmiec with Melissa Gri"n. (Red Brick)

Abbie Mathews with her artwork at
the Eureka Art Prize. (Red Brick) 
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OUR PATRONS

We are also very thankful to our Patrons, !e Mayor of Ballarat and David Hobson.  Our current Mayor, 
Mr. John Burt attended and addressed us at our May Award ceremony whilst David Hobson most 
generously donated his time to entertain us beautifully at a superb concert at !e Fine Art Gallery of 
Ballarat on September 18th, 2012.  Joined for an encore by our own Janet Low audiences were delighted 
by a wonderful performance and David’s company at supper afterward.  !ank you so much David.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

!e Rotary Club of Ballarat South remains the keystone of the Foundation.  BAF was able to provide 
entertainment for the dinner in March, drawing on our association with the Ballarat Arts Academy to say 
thank you in some small way for the ongoing support from RCBS.  

We continue to receive valuable contributions from BLOC Music !eatre, Ballarat Lyric !eatre, !e 
Courier, Royal South Street Society, Ballarat Grammar, !e City of Ballarat, G.Gay and Co, Mason-Brown 
IT and RU Advertising and BAF would like to thank Bendigo Bank for their assistance over the last 6 
years.

BAF have been very fortunate to occupy very comfortable spaces for meetings, award nights and events .  
We would like to thank St Patrick’s College, Ballarat Clarendon College, Ballarat Grammar, GPlace, !e 
Fine Art Gallery of Ballarat, Ballarat !eatre Organ Society, Ballarat National !eatre, Red Brick Gallery 
and Her Majesty’s !eatre for their generosity.

Our media partners in local papers, radio and television are an intrinsic part of our success in spreading 
the word not only regarding BAF but about the ongoing success of artists in our community and we thank 
them for this.

BAF would also like to thank our Honorary Auditor, Mr Graeme Wallis and our Honorary Legal O%cer, 
Mr. Luke Dunne for their continued interest and involvement.

Last but certainly not least BAF would like to once again acknowledge all other donors, supporters, 
benefactors and friends as key to the success of our Foundation.  A separate report outlines the network 
that currently underpins the BAF family.  Please take a moment to consider how you might make a 
di$erence to the future of an emerging artist and in turn discover the possibilities that exist through 
relationships with the Arts Community locally and beyond.
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Please contact us by
* Mail                  PO Box 749 Ballarat Victoria 3353
* Email                info@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au,or
                           grants@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au
* Phone               General inquiries – Paula on 0409 544 294 or
                           Grant inquiries – Wendy on 0409 352 268
* Visit                  www.ballaratartsfoundation.org.au


