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Assisting aspiring artists

Once again this year, the Ballarat Arts
Foundation received over 30 applications 
for grant assistance from emerging artists
representing a variety of genres. With the total
dollar value for requested funds exceeding
$80,000 our rigorous selection process was
well exercised as the Grants and Alumni
Committee set about allocating funds to our
worthy recipients. This year our Foundation is
able to support a short-listed group of worthy
winners with total available funds of around
$16,000, thanks to the wonderful ongoing
support of the Ballarat community.

As you will read, the nine successful
applicants stand out as those committed 
to their craft having already dedicated a
substantial effort to furthering careers in 
the Arts, through education, practice,
organisation and plain hard work. BAF would
also like to thank and acknowledge all those
who support these efforts along the way:
parents and family, teachers, mentors and
friends. We understand that sometimes
resources are very difficult to come by and 
we are thrilled to be able to assist via these
monetary grants whilst offering ongoing
support services to our Alumni as their
respective journeys unfold!

Finally, a huge vote of thanks to all of you 
for taking the time to read about our talented
alumni, as you are now considered part of 
our BAF family! Our organisation has been
supported by the community of Ballarat since
inception in 2000, and we are so honoured to
have the faith of our supporters in providing
assistance to emerging artists. Please visit our
website, ballaratartsfoundation.org.au, for
updates and ways in which you might become
involved in the Ballarat Arts Foundation as we
approach our 20th anniversary celebrations!
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Mission: To encourage and develop, through
strong community engagement, the aspirations
and talents of emerging artists who have lived,
worked or studied in Ballarat.
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G.Gay & Co was established in 1918 by Godfrey Gay, who originally sold new and second hand building materials, timber and
mining supplies. A mining engineer until the age of 50, he took a major change in his career path and started a timber yard in
Armstrong Street. His son Edwin took over the business during the Depression, around 1932, and in 1963 his son Jim took the
helm and relocated the business to Howitt Street, Wendouree. Now part of the Mitre 10 Group, stores in Howitt Street, Gillies
Street and Sebastopol are managed by two of Jim’s sons, David and Ross. They employ over 90 full-time staff, who take pride in
providing friendly, prompt and expert advice to their customers in a local family business.

Once again the BAF Family thank G.Gay & Co, Mitre 10, for their continued support and for sponsoring this issue of Aspirations.
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GET INVOLVED WITH BAF 

BAF would like to thank our vast network of donors, supporters, benefactors and friends for their ongoing

assistance as we strive to deliver our objectives. There are many opportunities for you or your

organisation to become involved with the Foundation, be it through a partnership, sponsorship, a

donation or as a volunteer. If you wish to make a donation, please find the details below. If you would

like to discuss other options, please contact Paula: info@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au 

We look forward to revealing the possibilities that exist through relationships with the Ballarat Arts

Community.

MAKE A DONATION TO BAF 

The Ballarat Arts Foundation Inc. Gifts Account is a tax deductible fund listed on the Register of Cultural

Organisations under Subdivision 30-B of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1977. Donations of $2.00 or

more are tax deductible.

It is easy to support artists who live and work in the Ballarat region. Just go online to the BAF website:

www.ballaratartsfoundation.org.au/make-a-donation

BECOME AN AFFILIATE

From a small donation of only $10 a month up to $100 a month you can become an Affiliate. You will

be invited to openings and exhibition previews, be offered early bird tickets for performances and hear

first about grant applications and awards.

BECOME A BEQUEST FRIEND

Consider putting the work of BAF into your will. Discuss with us the various options of naming an award

or a scholarship.

EMERGING ARTISTS 

Don’t forget to check the Ballarat Arts Foundation website early in 2020 for information regarding the

next round of available funding. 

BAF BOARD MEMBERS
September 2019

Paula Nicholson – Chair

Andrew Henwood – Vice Chair

Ben Brown
Bronwyn Blaiklock
Associate Professor Sam Henson
Wendy Rechenberg
Kiri Smart
Dr. Michael Whitehead

Executive Assistant – Lou Coffey

PLEASE CONTACT US

Mail
PO Box 749  Ballarat  Victoria  3353

Email
info@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au or

grants@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au

Phone
General enquiries: Paula on 0409 544 294

Grant enquiries: Wendy on 0409 352 268

Visit
www.ballaratartsfoundation.org.au

Or follow us on...
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Sarah Wynen
Sarah, along with Katherine Gale, was awarded the

2018 BLOC and Ballarat Lyric Theatre Award for

Performing Arts and or Musical Theatre.

I am pleased to announce that I have been offered

a contract with Malvern St James Girls’ School in

Malvern, Worcestershire, in the United Kingdom. This

would not have been possible had I not visited and

worked with the school in October 2018 with the Stari
Most project, made possible through funding from the Ballarat Arts Foundation. 

Receiving a grant from the foundation last year opened up a whole new realm

of possibility for me, introducing me to artistic engagement in communities that I

didn’t even know existed. I was able to form friendships and connections that have

now led to an offer of employment in a field that I passionately want to pursue. 

The position is Performing Musician in Residence and Graduate Boarding

Assistant, to commence this September. I feel so blessed to be able to accept a

position that will utilise my experience and knowledge whilst introducing me to the

role and responsibility of teaching and assisting in a boarding house. 

I would like to thank the Ballarat Arts Foundation for all of their support

throughout last year, and for believing in the potential of our grant application to

have great impact on our lives. I would also like to thank Federation University’s

Arts Academy and Dr Richard Chew for allowing me to contribute to Stari Most
and create future opportunities for myself. 

As a Ballarat local it is inspiring to know there is so much happening in our city

to foster the careers of young artists, and I hope that one day after my world-wide

adventures I can come back to the place that will always be my home, and

continue to help strengthen the next generation.

Jovan Pantelich
Jovan was awarded the VJ award in 2017.

I am writing to let you know how things are after a

little over a year now in Zürich. Firstly I'd like to thank

you again for your assistance through the grant. It

really “softened the landing”, allowed me to focus on

my new environment and make the most of my time

here. Much has changed in a very short amount 

of time. This world of opera, and orchestral playing,

has influenced me a lot; changed my way of playing, thinking about music, and

moved my aim for a career in music closer towards opera.

Zürich has been the perfect working environment. Calm, convenient, perfectly

functioning (as one might expect from the Swiss), and all in the framework of a

very special orchestra. My mentor is one of the most incredible cellists and

musicians in Europe, and his guidance has been invaluable. 

In the last months I auditioned for co-principal cello in Iceland, for the Iceland

Symphony Orchestra where I progressed into the second round. I also auditioned

for the Gewandhausorchester in Germany and have been already invited for

principal positions in other orchestras in Germany and France. So the progress

and feedback has been very positive, and I will continue to audition for jobs

around Europe. I have however been advised to find a new instrument, since

other candidates play on 200-300 year-old instruments. So I have been saving for

a beautiful old Italian cello I found here in Zürich. It's still a long way to go, but I

am now trying to negotiate to see if I can play it in the meantime. 

Currently we're playing Puccini's Madama Butterfly, Humperdinck's Hänsel
und Gretel and a few others, and we have Strauss's Rosenkavalier and Ligeti's

Grand Macabre in the coming months. Best wishes and many thanks again.

Kim Anderson
Jon Schueler Scholarship, Isle of Skye

I am extremely honoured to have been awarded

the 2019 Jon Schueler Scholarship, which involves a

fully-funded twelve-week residency at Sabhal Mòr

Ostaig (SMO), the National Centre for Gaelic Language

and Culture on the Isle of Skye in Scotland. 

The Scholarship is a unique partnership between

the SMO and the Jon Schueler Charitable Trust with

support from the Royal Scottish Academy, and there have been over a thousand

international applicants in the seven years of the Scholarship’s duration with only

one being awarded each year.

This is a real validation of the direction I have recently been pursuing in my

work – focusing on themes of ecological grief and mourning in the face of climate

change and irreversible damage to the environment. I have undertaken two short

courses at SMO in Gaelic song and language, which have given me a greater

understanding of the rich culture surrounding me and the opportunity to engage

fully with that culture. I have also taken advantage of the fabulous library and

expert knowledge of Scottish folklore and superstitions. As well as working in the

studio, I have also spent a substantial amount of time out in the landscape itself,

dealing with challenging terrain and the ever-changing Scottish weather!

This residency has provided invaluable time, space and funding for in-depth

research and exploration, and I have amassed a wealth of material and imagery 

to inspire a whole new body of work. I am really excited about the impact this

experience will continue to have upon my artistic practice for a long time to come. 

Charlotte Chivers is heading off to study full-

time at the Australian Ballet School in 2020 at the

age of 14. While she has been successful in gaining

scholarships to assist with the accommodation and

tuition fees, the dance uniform and ballet shoes are

still a major expense. The Rotary Club of South

Ballarat Award for Visual and Performing Arts will

enable Charlotte to purchase a year’s supply of the

all-important pointe shoes that are a major part of

the ballerina’s life. 

Hattie Frdelja is a pianist who plays both

classical and contemporary music. She is currently

studying VET music and plans on continuing her

music through to VCE and beyond school. Her grant

will purchase a stage piano and amplifier, providing

her with the necessary portable equipment so she

can expand her gigging life and perform at different

venues, therefore taking her music out to the

community. Hattie has been awarded the Jean Read

Memorial Award.

Being a percussionist, Marcus Govan is required

to own an enormous range of sticks, mallets and

small percussion instruments. The Louis Stevens

Award for Musicianship for classical or jazz

musicians, composers or conductors will go some

way in enabling him to expand his personal ‘library’

of equipment. Marcus is planning on studying music

at University in 2020 and then further pursuing his

ambition to become a professional percussionist in a

symphony orchestra, as well as becoming a solo

percussionist. 

Cabaret is currently a thriving genre of the

performing arts, and Clare Ellen O’Connor has

recently had tremendous success with her show

Plucked in both the Adelaide and Sydney Cabaret

Fringe Festivals. To further develop this show so that

it becomes a full-length work performable in major

venues and festivals she will be using her BLOC and

Lyric Theatre Award for Performing Arts / Musical

Theatre to work with the Director, Anthea Williams,

to take this show to the next level. 

Reuben Rasmussen, a keen photographer who

is currently studying photography as a VCE subject,

has been awarded the Fiona Sweet and Paul

Newcombe Award for Photography which will

enable him to purchase a wide-angle lens. Reuben

hopes to pursue a career in photography with a

particular interest in specialising in Photo-

Journalism. BAF is thrilled to be able to feature

Reuben’s photograph on the cover of this edition of

Aspirations. 

With the famous Tap Dogs as her idols, 

Daisy Rogers’ dream is to follow in their foot-

steps, (or should that be ‘tap-steps’?). The Craig

Revel-Horwood Award for Contemporary Dance

and Choreography will pay the registration fees for

her attendance at the Australian Tap Festival in

Melbourne, where she will be able to perform at the

highest level with professionals in the field of tap 

and begin the all-important networking process. 

Rhiannon Simpson is an extremely passionate

guitarist who arrived at her BAF interview with her

car packed ready to relocate to USA/Canada where

she will be studying for a PhD in Music Education.

Rhiannon cannot separate performance from

education as she believes each feeds the other. 

The VJ Award for Overseas Study will permit her to

purchase an amplifier that is compatible with the

power sources overseas, so she can still perform her

beloved Blue-Grass and equally as importantly, earn

a living whilst studying for her PhD.

Georgia Venema is a passionate musician who

is heading off to University to study music in 2020.

As a dedicated saxophonist with a specific interest in

becoming a professional pit-performer as well as a

teacher, the Rotary Club of South Ballarat Award

for Visual and Performing Arts will enable her to

purchase a tenor saxophone to add to her existing

instruments so that she can truly be a multi-

instrumental woodwind performer. 

ROTARY CLUB OF
BALLARAT SOUTH

Saint Ivory (Kaine Hansen, BJ Humphrey and Tim O’Keefe)
Saint Ivory is a band that is, without doubt, going places! They regularly gig

around Melbourne and throughout Victoria, and as writers of their own material,

are making a name for themselves on the contemporary music scene. Their

grant will enable them to work in a professional recording studio to make a

recording of their latest songs. BAF is proud to announce they have been

awarded the Nicholson Award for Contemporary Performance.
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Arian Lane
Arian was the recipient of the 

2015 Benjamin Northey Award.

At the time I was fresh out of high school, and

juggling a job in a restaurant with touring around with

my folk band The Drowsy Maggies (now known as

The Cornerhouse Band). 

I always wanted to branch out with music and

pursue something with a sound closer to me. I grew

up listening to 70s rock and roll, and loved the 90s grunge sound. Even folk and

pop from the 90s era had such a great raw attitude. 

In 2016 I met my guitarist Floyd Quinlan-Baskett at a matinee show in

Daylesford, which we were both performing at. Shortly after this we began writing

some songs together, and enlisted Ballarat drummer Griffin McGookin and more

recently, guitarist-turned-bassist Jedd Linke-Nagel, for our band Honey Hunter. 
We released our debut album Sweet Enough in August (2019). 

https://open.spotify.com/album/58Cn5V8Y14ZMIPrzvc18Eb?si=sLUEVruDS8G7i

dFFHTFGGA

https://www.facebook.com/honeyhunterband/ 


