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Patrons: David Hobson & Mayor, City of Ballarat  

Mission: To encourage and develop, through strong community engagement, the aspirations  
and talents of emerging artists from all disciplines who have lived, worked or studied in Ballarat.

~ 17TH ANNUAL REPORT 2017 ~
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The financial year 2016 – 2017 was an exciting one for the Ballarat Arts  
Foundation. The emphasis on organisational innovation including collaborative 
fundraising, profile building and networking through events and targeted 
campaigns saw BAF enjoy new audiences and reinvigorated interest from 
current associations.  Our Board is constantly reviewing the long-term strategy 
of the Foundation to identify areas of opportunity.  

We understand that effective and innovative solutions take time and 
commitment from all involved and must always be around achieving the 
true and clear goal of the organisation: to support emerging artists with a 
connection to Ballarat, thereby advancing the cultural life of our city.

While the events are discussed in detail in the Calendar of Events section, it 
must be pointed out that even before the end of June 2016 we had taken 
possession of a wonderful gift in the Norman Hofmaier Collection, thanks to 
Di and Lino Bresciani and family, our Leading Light Benefactors. We held a 
subsequent exhibition including the sale of many works for the BAF fundraising 
effort. In this timeframe, we also produced a performance conceptualised 
and directed by Luke Tonkin incorporating local dance schools, the Ballarat 
Symphony Orchestra and other local talent.  

These two events demonstrate the creativity, diversity and flexibility of the 
organisation in its fundraising and profile building activities and it’s ability to 
maximize opportunity and community involvement along the way.

Our challenge moving forward is to attract a new generation of supporters, 
keeping pace with expectations in stakeholder management including 
relationship development and the provision of unique experiences.  We must be 
creative in the use of funds and look beyond traditional methods of fundraising 
to be competitive in this space, whilst maintaining the highest standards of 
governance.

Thank you to all who have supported BAF this year and in the longer term.  
In rewarding the aspirations of our emerging artists by fostering the pursuit 
of individual achievement, we strive together to encourage and facilitate 
excellence for the benefit of our artists and the wider community.

1 July 2016 - 30 June 2017 
AGM , The Hotham Room, The Sovereign Hill Hotel,  
Sovereign Hill, 5.45pm, Tuesday 3rd October, 2017

17th Annual Report



3

17th Annual Report THE FOUNDATION BOARD 
and Associates to the Board

The Board of the Ballarat Arts Foundation is made up of dedicated 
local people who donate their time to ensure that our organisation 
can continue to support emerging artists with a connection to 
Ballarat.  With a cross-section of skills available to our decision 
making processes, we are able to ensure good governance and 
ultimately effective use of funds and other support.

As is the case every year, an updated Strategic Plan was adopted 
and implemented through our committee structure to guide the 
work of the Board. All aspects of this funnel into the delivery of our 
Mission to assist emerging artists from all genres.

Board members for the 2016-2017 year were: 

Paula Nicholson Board Chair

Andrew Henwood Vice Chair and Treasurer 
 and Chair - Finance and Governance

Bronwyn Blaiklock

Ben Brown Secretary and Chair  
 - Fundraising and Communications

Neale Gribble

Assoc. Prof. Sam Henson

Janet McCulloch (OAM)

Tara Poole

Wendy Rechenberg Chair - Grants and Alumni 

Kiri Smart

Dr. Michael Whitehead
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At the end of June 2017, our last founding Board Member,  
Janet McCulloch OAM, stepped down. Janet has made a 
significant contribution to BAF on so many levels. Janet has 
always been ‘hands on’ and could always be relied on to make 
things happen to the great benefit of the Foundation.  She was 
an integral part of the Grants and Alumni Committee and knows 
many of our Alumni personally. Janet is still actively involved 
with many organisations around town. We are grateful for her 
generosity of spirit, in that she will continue with us a BAF Associate.

During this financial year we were joined by four new Board 
Members, in Dr Michael Whitehead, Tara Poole, Associate 
Professor Sam Henson and Bronwyn Blaiklock.  These appointments 
were made with consideration of the needs of the Foundation, 
and based on a skills assessment.  The skill sets they deliver to the 
Board have added depth, diversity and knowledge to our group 
and we thank them for their contribution thus far.

Margaret Dobson, our Executive Assistant, has now been with the 
Foundation for just over four years.  Marg is a passionate supporter 
of the arts in Ballarat and she goes above and beyond her 
administrative duties for BAF.  She is a wonderful public face  
for BAF and we thank her for her continued hard work.

Our wonderful group of Associates provides practical support 
through involvement with our committees and events, and they 
also continue to advocate for BAF in the wider community.  
We sincerely thank them for their continued dedication to the  
arts in our city.
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GRANTS

This year, the total grant funds we have distributed is over $160,000 
since the inception of the Foundation in 2000.  We are delighted, as 
we move through our 17th year of grant-making, to hear of many 
outstanding careers that have been advanced by an early grant 
from BAF. Our 2016 winners are also an exciting group, and we look 
forward to sharing their stories with you as the years pass.

The Awards Ceremony for the 2016 Grant Round was held on October 
11th at the Museum of Australian Democracy at Eureka (MADE). 

In Grant Round 29, seven outstanding candidates receive a grant 
from the Foundation to go toward the project outlined in their 
application.  

Our then Grants and Alumni Chair Stuart Maiden, joined by our 
award donors, presented the awards to the following artists:

Mio Bayley – Craig Revel Horwood Award,  
for contemporary dance/choreography

Claire McArdle – Rotary Award,  
for visual or performing artists 

Matchstick Theatre Co - BLOC Award,  
for performing arts/musical theatre 

Sarah Perkins – AH Yung Award,  
for contribution to the performing arts 

Kelly Ryan – VJ Award,  
for a project or further study overseas

Louis Stevens – Benjamin Northey Award,  
for musicianship

Joshua Woods - Nicholson Award,  
for contemporary performance

We would also like to acknowledge the winners of the BAF 
Encouragement Awards at the Royal South Street Competitions in 2016.  
Section 360, 14 - U16 years Classical Solo: Winner - Ada Sayasane
Section 370, 16 years and over Classical Solo: Winner -  
Tahnee Simpson
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The first event for this period was ‘Peter and the Carnival’, showing at 
Her Majesty’s theatre at the beginning of July. This project involved the 
presentation of two orchestral pieces – Camille Saint-Saens’ Carnival Of 
The Animals and Sergei Prokofiev’s Peter And The Wolf as part of Ballarat’s 
Winterlude Festival in 2016 and was the brainchild of Luke Tonkin, who was also 
the Artistic Director.
 
This work was a collaboration between many community organisations, 
including Her Majesty’s Theatre, Ballarat Symphony Orchestra, Ballarat Arts 
Foundation, The City of Ballarat, and students from four dance schools in 
Ballarat, BCMA, Dance to the Beat, Kerry Moore and Studio Arc.   
 
The project resulted in three performances of the original work with more 
than 80 dancers participating, along with over 35 members of the Ballarat 
Symphony Orchestra. Many volunteer and paid hours were contributed by 
choreographers, a production management team, an artistic design team, 
the director and Margaret Dobson as narrator.
 
Shortly after this we were able to present ‘Mallee Mysteries’, an exhibition of 
the Norman Hofmaier collection that was donated by Di and Lino Bresciani. 
We had a wonderful opening event at The Lost Ones Gallery with many sales 
made beforehand and on the day. From a collection of 16 pieces, almost all 
were sold to benefit BAF. We are pleased to announce that The Art Gallery of 
Ballarat, Federation University, Ballarat Clarendon College and many private 
buyers were amongst the purchasers of these unique and limited works.
 
Our AGM was held in conjunction with our Board Meeting on 4th October  in 
The Hotham Room at Sovereign Hill. It was a short affair with the Annual Report 
document presented, which included the Financial Reports. Thanks must go 
to Sovereign Hill for the continued use of the Hotham Room for our Board 
Meetings and the AGM. We are fortunate to have the use of this room and we 
look forward to developing other aspects of our relationship with Sovereign Hill. 
Indeed together, BAF and Sovereign Hill are making an annual contribution 
towards the PhD of Amy Tsilemanis. Her area of study is Creative Activation of 
the Past: Arts, heritage and engagement in cultural institutes and their regional 
contexts. We are proud to support this project together, and look forward to 
sharing Amy’s findings.

Mid-way through July, applications closed for the 2016 Grant Round. This 
culminated in the Awards Ceremony at MADE on the 11th October.  
We enjoyed the delicious catering of Saltbush Kitchen before we made our 
way into the auditorium to present grants to seven recipients from the areas 
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of ballet, jewelry making, theatre, music composition, costume design and 
jazz music. As always, the evening was inspirational, and full of hope and 
aspiration. After all, it is the main focus of our organisation.
 
We would like to remind potential applicants that whilst we note a 
recommendation in terms of age, we are aware that some emerging artists 
will be older and some younger.  Please contact us if you have questions 
around your suitability for our awards program, we always welcome a 
discussion.
 
Our Eureka Art Award and Exhibition were next in our diary. This year we were 
again fortunate to use the beautiful Post Office Gallery courtesy of Federation 
University. The exhibition ran from November 23rd through December and 
saw Kim Anderson take out the Eureka Art Award and prize of $2,500 with her 
drawing, Fighting Inertia. This amazing piece now belongs to the Foundation, 
as this award is acquisitional.  This piece along with winners from other years 
now form our Touring Artworks program, whereby we offer our corporate 
partners the opportunity to display these works. This means additional exposure 
for our artists and the opportunity for our partners to entice new audiences 
onto their premises. If you would like to participate in this program please 
contact the Foundation. 
 
In March we launched our annual program at the Humffray Room, Ballarat 
Mechanics Institute. Along with the line-up of events, we were able to 
showcase some BAF Alumni. They spoke of “life after BAF”, giving us an insight 
into what a difference their initial grants have made and where their careers 
have taken them.  If you would like to hear what they have to say, their short 
films are available on the website. 
 
Our final official event for this reporting period was on 15th June, when 
we joined the Rotary Club of Ballarat South (RCBS) at dinner.  The evening 
included the awarding of the Denis Bateman Award for outstanding service 
to the arts community in Ballarat. This year, the award went to Dr. Tony Cole 
who has made a significant and long-term contribution to the arts in our city.  If 
you would like to know more, please visit the events and news section on our 
website. The evening also allows BAF to inform our wonderful supporter, the 
RCBS, of all of our activities. Once again, we were fortunate enough to receive 
additional monetary support from this Club, which was announced at the 
function. A huge vote of thanks to RCBS for their continued support. We know 
there are many other worthwhile organisations seeking your assistance apart 
from BAF.
 
We look forward to presenting our next series of events with the aim of 
providing entertainment and engagement opportunities whilst expanding our 
audience and supporter base in order to achieve our mission.
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PHOTO GALLERY

Di Bresciani and Cr Des Hudson Leanne Rankin and Craig Willian

Dean Stevens, Annette Williamson and  
Pauline Stevens

Cr Belinda Coates and Stephen Pigott

Dr. Sam Henson and Anthony Camm Fiona Sweet and the crew from the 
Ballarat International Foto Biennale
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Mayor Samantha McIntosh and Paula Nicholson Julie McLaren, Tara Poole and Stephen Pigott

Vicki Bethell, Di Bresciani and  Dr. Sam Henson Tanny Sutton and Renay Dyer

Stephen Pigott, Gordon Morrison and  
Di Bresciani

Silvia Doust, Andrew Guirguis  
and Carolyn Guirguis

Charlie Mycroft, Wendy Rechenberg and 
Claire Rasmussen

Dr. Robert Thurman and Jill Harvey
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OUR PATRONS

DAVID HOBSON

Before the Ballarat Arts Foundation existed I 
found Ballarat to be greatly supportive and 
benevolent to the arts community in general 
and as a young artist I personally benefited 
from this caring and supportive environment. 
However, since BAF there is now a direct and 
cohesive way of funneling that support into 
something that is tangible and practical.

It can be a crucial time as an emerging artist 
when you might need to find that little bit 
extra to purchase a particular instrument, 
buy art material, lessons from a teacher or 
make a trip overseas for that all important 
audition. This is where the Ballarat Arts 
Foundation has become so crucial and 
once again shown why Ballarat is proudly 
a place of artistic excellence, diversity and 
cultural significance.

I am very proud of the work done by the 
Ballarat Arts Foundation and deeply honored 
to have been a Patron since its inception. 
I can’t wait to see the next generation of 
emerging Ballarat artists and look forward  
to an ongoing association with BAF.
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CITY OF BALLARAT MAYOR  
SAMANTHA MCINTOSH

It has been a great pleasure to work 
alongside a team of people dedicated  
to enriching the creative future of Ballarat.

It makes me proud as patron of the 
Ballarat Arts Foundation to see the life 
of our city’s creative future – our many 
talented emerging artists – supported and 
encouraged.

The Ballarat Arts Foundation makes a 
significant contribution to the growth of  
a sustainable creative industries in Ballarat, 
while also helping to establish our city as a 
regional centre for arts and culture.

Hundreds of local artists have been 
supported by the Ballarat Arts Foundation 
over the last two decades, with many 
achieving national and international 
recognition.

I would like to thank all involved in the work 
of the Ballarat Arts Foundation, who I know 
will continue to play a significant role in 
enriching our community and supporting  
our many talented emerging artists.
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Balance Sheet [Last Year Analysis]
June 2017

This report includes Year-End Adjustments.

Page 1 of 1

This Year Last Year $ Difference % Difference

Assets
Bendigo Bank Ltd - Cheque A/c $16,410.54 $11,168.67 $5,241.87 46.9%
Bendigo Bank - Gift Account $19,158.36 $21,451.60 -$2,293.24 (10.7)%
Petty Cash Float $101.00 $2,601.00 -$2,500.00 (96.1)%
Undeposited Funds $0.00 $1,550.00 -$1,550.00 (100.0)%
Investments

BBL Term Deposits $153,906.70 $150,092.35 $3,814.35 2.5%
MECU Term Deposit $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $0.00 0.0%

Total Investments $203,906.70 $200,092.35 $3,814.35 1.9%
Debtors $2,500.00 $0.00 $2,500.00 NA

Total Assets $242,076.60 $236,863.62 $5,212.98 2.2%
Liabilities

Bequest - Amy Young $50,000.00 $50,000.00 $0.00 0.0%
Amy Young Reserve $25,000.00 $25,000.00 $0.00 0.0%
Jean Read Reserve $4,545.00 $4,545.00 $0.00 0.0%
Craig Revel Horwood Reserve $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $0.00 0.0%
VJ Award Reserve $9,100.00 $9,100.00 $0.00 0.0%
Benjamin Northey Reserve $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 0.0%
PhD Reserve $3,000.00 $2,500.00 $500.00 20.0%
Corpus - Capital Reserve $13,600.00 $13,600.00 $0.00 0.0%
Income Received in Advance $555.00 $4,080.49 -$3,525.49 (86.4)%
Accruals $0.00 $54.31 -$54.31 (100.0)%

Total Liabilities $111,800.00 $114,879.80 -$3,079.80 (2.7)%
$130,276.60 $121,983.82 $8,292.78 6.8%Net Assets

Members Funds
Funds Retained $121,983.82 $119,100.24 $2,883.58 2.4%
Surplus / Deficiency for Year $8,292.78 $2,883.58 $5,409.20 187.6%

Total Members Funds $130,276.60 $121,983.82 $8,292.78 6.8%

Financials
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Profit & Loss [Last Year Analysis]
July 2016 To June 2017

This report includes Year-End Adjustments.

Page 1 of 1

This Year Last Year $ Difference % Difference

Income
Donations $18,435.00 $12,965.00 $5,470.00 42.2%
Grants Received $3,685.49 $1,314.51 $2,370.98 180.4%
Sponsorship $4,250.00 $8,250.00 -$4,000.00 (48.5)%
General Fundraising $377.20 $1,275.30 -$898.10 (70.4)%
Patrons and Members $1,475.00 $1,285.00 $190.00 14.8%
Function Income $42,390.00 $1,657.50 $40,732.50 2,457.5%
Interest Received $5,328.24 $5,880.72 -$552.48 (9.4)%
Other Income $210.00 $0.00 $210.00 NA

Total Income $76,150.93 $32,628.03 $43,522.90 133.4%
$76,150.93 $32,628.03 $43,522.90 133.4%Gross Profit

Expenses
Awards $26,300.00 $10,900.00 $15,400.00 141.3%
Advertising $1,019.46 $0.00 $1,019.46 NA
Bank Fees $48.57 $7.40 $41.17 556.4%
Office Supplies $212.82 $10.95 $201.87 1,843.6%
Promotional Expenses $654.51 $3,752.40 -$3,097.89 (82.6)%
Printing and Stationery $6,148.10 $2,016.31 $4,131.79 204.9%
Postage $124.00 $255.00 -$131.00 (51.4)%
Software and IT $991.00 $978.30 $12.70 1.3%
Web Page Expenditure $258.50 $214.95 $43.55 20.3%
Insurance and Legal $2,156.07 $2,052.68 $103.39 5.0%
Salary and Wages $4,655.51 $5,480.41 -$824.90 (15.1)%
Superannuation $442.27 $520.65 -$78.38 (15.1)%
Artist's  Expenses $4,810.00 $0.00 $4,810.00 NA
Venue Hire $1,353.00 $750.00 $603.00 80.4%
Other Expenses $837.80 $659.40 $178.40 27.1%
Function Expenses $17,846.54 $2,146.00 $15,700.54 731.6%

Total Expenses $67,858.15 $29,744.45 $38,113.70 128.1%
$8,292.78 $2,883.58 $5,409.20 187.6%Operating Profit

$8,292.78 $2,883.58 $5,409.20 187.6%Net Profit/(Loss)
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

Thank you to everyone on this list. You have all made a significant 
contribution to BAF in many ways, and we thank you for your faith 
as we strive to make a difference in the lives of our emerging 
artists. We welcome any new donors and supporters to the BAF 
family, and we look forward to sharing our journey with you.

This year we have been able to allocate two new named grants, 
thanks to the generosity of Di Bresciani and family. The Norman 
Hofmaier Award and the Di Bresciani Award both have been 
established to support the visual arts.

Stellar Donors
Rotary Club of Ballarat South Inc.

Southern Cross Patrons
Nola Oliver
BLOC Music Theatre
Vicki and Craig Coltman
Mark and Carolyn Guirguis
Bill and Sue Wood
Di Bresciani
Paula Nicholson
Rotary Club of Ballarat East
Sovereign Hill

Southern Cross Donors
D Lannann and C Blake
Margaret McBean
Patricia Glenane
Graeme and Gwenda Ragg
Wendy Rechenberg
Jane Cowles
Michael Whitehead
Zonta
Janet Dale
Claire Rasmussen
Fiona Sweet

June Haughton
Janet Low
Kiri Smart
Bronwyn Blaiklock
Stuart Maiden
Bronislaw and Maria Sozanski
Genevieve Binns
Jean Goh
Andrew Henwood
G. Gay & Co (Mitre 10)
Ballarat Lyric Theatre 

Named Awards available for 2017
Amy Young Award for Vocalists
Ballarat Lyric Theatre Award
Benjamin Northey Award
BLOC Music Theatre Award
Coltman Award for Photography/Film
Craig Revel Horwood Award
Di Bresciani Award
Jean Read Memorial Award for Pianists
Nicholson Award for Contemporary Performance
Norman Hofmaier Award
Rotary of Ballarat South Award
RU Advertising Award
A.H. Yung Award
The Courier Written Word Award
V.J. Award

DONORS FOR 2016 - 2017
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Other Awards (ongoing)
BAF Encouragement Awards
Eureka Art Award

Life Members
Denis Bateman 
Peter Dale
Kath Hobson
Val Sarah

BAF Partners  
and Event Sponsors
3BA FM 102.3
Art Gallery of Ballarat
Art Gallery Women’s Association
Ballarat Arts Alive
Ballarat Library – Archival Record
Ballarat Symphony Orchestra
BCMA
Best Wines
City of Ballarat
Craig’s Royal Hotel
Creative Framing Gallery
Dance to the Beat
Emily French White
Federation University Australia
Gold Museum – Archival Record
Jenny Burke Florist
Haymes Paint
Heinz and Partners
Her Majesty’s Theatre 
Kerry Moore School of Ballet
Kittelty’s Pty Ltd
Luke Tonkin
M.A.D.E
Mason-Brown IT
Michael Unwin Wines
Ormond College, Melbourne University
Peter Lambert Design
Post Office Gallery
Power FM 103.1
RADMAC Office Choice
Royal South Street Society
RU Advertising
Saltbush Kitchen
Seppelts Wines

Sovereign Hill
Stockade Cellars
Strong Consulting
Studio Arc
The Lost Ones Gallery
Thornton Richards Camera House
Voice FM 99.9
Warrenmang Vineyard and Resort

Patrons
David Hobson
The Mayor, City of Ballarat

Associates
Jill Harvey
Tamara Boyd
Stuart Maiden
Damien Woods
Kim Anderson
Gordon Williamson
Peter Morey
Barry Kay
Tas Wansborough
Wayne Strong
Jacqui Williams

Foundation Donors 
The Ballarat Arts Foundation has enjoyed 
outstanding support from the Ballarat 
community in its 16 years, for which the 
emerging artists of Ballarat are most 
grateful. The list is long and distinguished 
and for a full account of these details 
please visit the website. 

Note: Donations received after June 30 2017 
for the current financial year will  
be acknowledged in the next Annual Report.
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* Mail                  PO Box 749 Ballarat Victoria 3353

* Email                info@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au or

                           grants@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au

* Phone             General enquiries – Paula on 0409 544 294 or

                           Grant enquiries – Wendy on 0409 352 268

* Visit                  www.ballaratartsfoundation.org.au
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